Save money when you fill up 

Petrol and diesel might never be cheap again, but there are ways (other than using your car less) to save money

There is an easy way to find the cheapest forecourt prices in your area. Register at the free website www.petrolprices.com   to find the cheapest fuel in your area.

The fuel data is gathered from Fuel Card users. When they purchase fuel with their card - the type of fuel purchased and how much it cost is fed into the database. Since there are tens of thousands of fuel card users in the UK, they are able to update our prices at around 8,000 stations each working day.

 What is in it for them?

As the website requires registration the company is clearly creating a database of customers for which it will use for 'cross marketing' purposes, there are already a number of links on the site.

I have been registered with this company for over 2 years now and other than the weekly update I 'opted in for' to tell me the cheapest fuel in my area, there are no other emails I get on the back of this site.

When to fill up

It sounds obvious - but don't use a pound's worth of fuel to reach a filling station where you can save 50p on a tank full.


Don't leave it to last minute to fill up.  This will stop you falling into the trap of having to fill up at the next one regardless of the price - I have fallen into the trap of both having to pay a premium price for the fuel and faced the embarrassment of running out of fuel because my stubbornness stopped me paying the price on another occasion.

 Use www.petrolprices.com and plan your journeys more carefully when you are in the fill up zone so that you can make small detours to the cheaper fill up points. 

Don't try and put more in after the first click - by over spilling not only makes you clothes smell if it gets you, wastes valuable pennies - by only filling up to 3/4 will save weight in the car and makes your car more economical.

Only use the recommended fuel and oil for your vehicle for best fuel efficiency.

Keep your car in good shape

A regularly serviced car will be more efficient on fuel.


Keep tyres pumped up to the correct level - fuel economy can be improved by 5% by keeping your tyres inflating to the correct pressure. You can find the correct pressure for your vehicle from your handbook, the sign that is usually by the air pump or at this website www.thetyrepressuremonitor.com.
Consider low-rolling resistance "eco" tyres when you need new ones.

If your steering wheel wobbles at speed or pulls to the left or right, this extra resistance will be costing you not only in fuel economy, but will cause your tyres to wear out faster. Have the wheel alignment checked / wheels balanced so the car runs easily straight and true.
Clean up your act

Keeping your car clean isn't just about looking and feeling good, apparently a washed and waxed car has better aerodynamics which improves fuel economy.


Take your roof rack off - A roof rack or cycle carrier, even unused, adds massive wind resistance to a car, increasing drag and making the engine work harder.

Incidentally even an object attached to your aerial or a flag attached to your window will have an adverse effect to your economy.

Put your car on a diet!

Carrying unnecessary weight will add to your fuel consumption.

Have a look and see what you are carrying in your boot and door bins - remove everything that you wouldn't find on Lewis Hamilton's Formula One car.

Leave the fuel tank as empty as you dare; petrol weighs about 0.74kg (1.6lb) per litre, diesel even more, so a full tank is almost as much of a burden as a hundredweight of coal, mind you, teenage passengers are even heavier... 

Turn Off or Open Up?

Air conditioning is less costly than open windows, but it still saps power and can increase the fuel thirst of an engine by up to 10%...


Staying cool in your car isn't easy if you are a money saver - whether you use your air conditioning or open your window you end up using more fuel.

Turn down the air conditioning to save a little energy.

Turn off the air conditioning at slower speeds and open the window (where the increased drag has less effect on the economy).

Be prepared and plan ahead

It's possible to drive the same distance in the same time, yet use considerably less fuel. It’s simply about driving more smoothly to boost your fuel efficiency.


Two years ago I undertook and passed the Institute of Advanced Motoring Driving Test (okay...don't hold it against me) - Almost immediately my driving economy increased by more than 10%.

This dramatic effect on my economy was purely down to smoother driving and better planning 'whilst' driving.

Treat your car like a spaceship. As soon as you can, accelerate smoothly and gently up to a safe, appropriate (and legal) speed and select as high a gear as possible, keeping the revs down to minimise fuel use without labouring the engine.

Look ahead to see what is happening - by adjusting your speed early on approach to roundabouts / traffic lights/ stationery traffic etc could avoid you needing to stop thereby saving fuel without costing time.

Between short fuel burns to maintain momentum, lift off the accelerator completely, which shuts off the fuel supply. Never coast in neutral; idling uses more fuel than running in gear on a closed throttle.

Don't be idle

Avoid excessive idling of your engine.


Many people run their engines whilst stationary in order to warm them up but the car is then consuming fuel but not going anywhere. If waiting somewhere for more than a few minutes, e.g. waiting to pick someone up or waiting in a non moving traffic jam then it is often more economical to switch the engine off. Idling also adds to pollution.

Plan your journey - How much time and fuel do we waste when we are lost or looking for somewhere to park? I am massive fan of Satellite Navigation - although there is an initial cost, over the last 3 years since I have had it, I have only been lost once (the machine wouldn't work that day!).

Alternatively use the AA or RAC for their very useful route planner. Check out the latest traffic from the Highways Agency before you leave.

